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About the Stockholm Center for Freedom

The Stockholm Center for Freedom (SCF) is a non-profit advocacy
organization that promotes the rule of law, democracy and human rights

with a special focus on Turkey.

SCF was set up by a group of journalists who were forced to live in self-exile
in Sweden against the backdrop of a massive crackdown on press freedom in

Turkey.

SCF is committed to serving as a reference source by providing a broader
picture of rights violations in Turkey, monitoring daily developments,
documenting individual cases of the infringement of fundamental rights and

publishing comprehensive reports on human rights issues.

SCF is a member of the Alliance Against Genocide, an international coalition
dedicated to creating the international institutions and the political will to

prevent genocide.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The UN'’s Strategy and Plan of Action on Hate Speech defines hate speech as “any
kind of communication in speech, writing or behaviour, that attacks or uses
pejorative or discriminatory language with reference to a person or a group on the
basis of who they are, in other words, based on their religion, ethnicity, nationality,

race, colour, descent, gender or other identity factor.”

Hate speech has far-reaching consequences, contributing to a toxic environment
that fosters discrimination, violence and social unrest. By dehumanizing individuals
and groups, hate speech erodes the foundations of inclusive and diverse societies,

creating an "us versus them" mentality that can lead to devastating outcomes.

In fact, dehumanization is identified as the fourth stage of the “Ten Stages of
Genocide” typology developed by Dr. Gregory H. Stanton to better equip citizens to
identify the warning signs and stop the process from continuing.? When a group is
perceived as “less than human,” it becomes easier for those in power to justify and

carry out acts of mass murder.

For instance, in the leadup to the 1994 Rwandan Genocide, radio station “Radio
Télévision Libre de Mille Collines” (RTLM), allied with leaders of the government, had
been inciting Hutus against the Tutsi minority, repeatedly describing the latter as

inyenzi, or “cockroaches,” and as inzoka, or “snakes.”

In Nazi Germany, propaganda posters and films suggested Jews were “vermin,”
comparing them to rats and insects, while new laws were passed to restrict all

aspects of Jews' lives.*

This direct link between hate speech and various atrocity crimes shows the
importance of documenting and combating hate speech. By recognizing and
intervening in the early stages of dehumanization, societies can protect vulnerable

groups from potential harm.

TUN Strategy and Plan of Action on Hate Speech, United Nations, May, 2019.
2The Ten Stages of Genocide, Genocide Watch, 1996.

3 In Rwanda, We Know All About Dehumanizing Language, The Atlantic, April 13, 2019.

4|t started with words": Holocaust survivors recount how hate speech led to mass murder,
Euronews April 8, 2021.



https://www.euronews.com/2021/04/08/it-started-with-words-holocaust-survivors-recount-how-hate-speech-led-to-mass-murder
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2019/04/rwanda-shows-how-hateful-speech-leads-violence/587041/
https://www.genocidewatch.com/tenstages
https://www.un.org/en/genocideprevention/documents/advising-and-mobilizing/Action_plan_on_hate_speech_EN.pdf

To that end, this report examines the surge of hate speech that erupted following
the death of Fethullah Gulen, a US-based Muslim cleric whose followers have been
systematically persecuted in Turkey for more than a decade. While providing a
picture of a specific time period, it aims to demonstrate the extent of

dehumanization Gulen’s followers and sympathizers still have to face today.

It begins by providing background information on the Gulen movement and its
persecution in Turkey, including the hate speech directed at its followers. It then
offers a snapshot of the vile hate speech prevalent in the pro-government press in
Turkey, contrasting this with global media’s coverage of Gulen's death. The report
also highlights how the government of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan initiated a
spate of censorship following Gulen’s death to suppress moderate voices and

promote anti-Gulen hate speech as the dominant public discourse.



2. HATE SPEECH AGAINST THE GULEN MOVEMENT IN TURKEY

2.1. The Gulen Movement

The Gulen movement is a worldwide civic initiative rooted in the spiritual and
humanistic tradition of Islam and inspired by the ideas and activism of Fethullah
Gulen. It is known for its network of educational institutions and interfaith dialogue
initiatives across the globe. After originating in Turkey as a grassroots community in
the 1970s, the movement spread its activities to various regions worldwide,

establishing schools, hospitals and charities in over 150 countries.

Gulen met with Pope Jean Paul Il in 1998 as part of his interfaith dialogue initiatives. Other
religious leaders he met with include the head of the Greek Orthodox Church and
the chief rabbi of Israel.®

Self-designated as the “Hizmet movement” (“service” in Turkish), the group
proclaims itself as a proponent of the ideals of human rights, equal opportunity,
democracy, non-violence and the emphatic acceptance of religious and cultural

diversity. ©

> Gulen meets with Christian and Jewish leaders to advocate dialogue, tolerance - The
Journalists and Writers Foundation (JWF)

% “‘Hizmet Movement,” Alliance for Shared Values.
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The movement's activities depend on the countries and regions where it is present.
For instance, it focuses on charity along with education in Africa, while its civic
engagement in Western countries is more directed towards intercultural dialogue

and the good integration of its members.

In Turkey, the group was present in almost every aspect of life from charities,
schools and labor unions to print and broadcast media until it was outlawed by the

government of President Erdogan.
2.2. The Movement’s Persecution in Turkey

In the 2010s, the group gradually ended up in the crosshairs of the Turkish
government, led by then-prime minister and current President Erdodan, who
accused the movement of infiltrating state institutions and orchestrating the
corruption investigations of December 17-25, 2013, which implicated Erdogan, his

family members and his inner circle.”?

Dismissing the investigations as a Gulenist coup and conspiracy against his
government, Erdogan designated the movement as a terrorist organization and
began to target its followers. Initially limited to the police and the judiciary, the
government’s crackdown on individuals with alleged links to the Gulen movement
took a dramatic turn following a failed military coup on July 15, 2016, that Erdogan
and his government immediately accused the movement of orchestrating. Gulen
and the movement strongly denied any involvement in the attempted coup or any

terrorist activity.®

Some of the claims that were part of the corruption investigations were later
substantiated in a New York court where Turkish banker Mehmet Hakan Atilla was
sentenced to 32 months for conspiring to violate US sanctions against Iran and

other offenses.?

Following the failed coup the Turkish government declared a state of emergency

that lasted for two years and carried out a massive purge of state institutions under

7 “Turkish ministers' sons arrested in corruption and bribery investigation,” The Guardian,

December 17, 2013.

8 U.S.-based cleric Gulen says 'categorically' denies coup role charges, Reuters, July 16, 2016.

9 Turkish Banker Mehmet Hakan Atilla Sentenced to 32 Months for Conspiring to Violate
U.S. Sanctions Against Iran and Other Offenses, United States Attorney's Office Southern
District of New York, May 16, 2018.



https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdny/pr/turkish-banker-mehmet-hakan-atilla-sentenced-32-months-conspiring-violate-us-sanctions
https://www.justice.gov/usao-sdny/pr/turkish-banker-mehmet-hakan-atilla-sentenced-32-months-conspiring-violate-us-sanctions
https://www.reuters.com/article/world/us-based-cleric-gulen-says-categorically-denies-coup-role-charges-idUSKCN0ZW0PT/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/dec/17/turkish-ministers-sons-arrested-corruption-investigation

the pretext of an anti-coup fight. More than 130,000 public servants, including 4,156
judges and prosecutors, as well as 24,706 members of the armed forces were
summarily removed from their jobs for alleged membership in or relationships with
“terrorist organizations” by emergency decree-laws subject to neither judicial nor

parliamentary scrutiny.”

A total of 705,172 people were investigated on terrorism or coup-related charges
due to their alleged links to the movement, according to statistics shared by

Turkish Justice Minister Yilmaz Tung in July 2024."

The Erdogan government curtailed civic and political rights and shut down scores
of Gulen-affiliated institutions such as media outlets, civil society organizations,

private schools, universities, labor unions and charitable foundations.

A mob attacking the sign of the Gulen affiliated Yamanlar Middle School

© Erdogan’s rule by roval decree: Turkey's contempt for the rule of law, Stockholm Center
for Freedom, September 10, 2017.

" Turkey has investigated more than 700K people over Gulen links since failed coup:
minister, Stockholm Center for Freedom, July 12, 2024.
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https://stockholmcf.org/erdogans-rule-by-royal-decree-turkeys-contempt-for-the-rule-of-law/

The Turkish government also confiscated properties with an estimated value of $50
billion from businesspeople accused of ties to the movement.? Other widely
reported rights violations against the group included arbitrary detention, torture

and enforced disappearance.”

The extent of the crackdown has been such that in different opinions the UN
Human Rights Council's Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD) said
widespread or systematic imprisonment or other severe deprivation of liberty in
violation of the rules of international law of individuals with alleged links to the

Gulen movement may constitute crimes against humanity.'

While this report is not intended to focus on the controversy related to the coup, it
should be noted that the Turkish government’s narrative on it has been met with
skepticism around the world, particularly in the West where high-ranking officials

have openly questioned or rejected it.

These officials included Gilles de Kerchove, the EU's counterterrorism coordinator,
who declared®™ that Brussels did not share Turkey's views on the movement and
that it would need to see “substantive” evidence to change its position, as well as
Bruno Kahl, the head of Germany’'s Federal Intelligence Service (BND), who said™
Turkey had failed to convince them about Fethullah Gulen’s purported involvement

in the July 2016 coup.

EU member states, along with countries like the US, the UK and Canada, have since

2016 granted asylum to thousands of Gulen followers in what can only be construed

2 persecutory Confiscation Amounting to Crimes Against Humanity: Case of the Gulen
Group, Institude, November 2023.

¥ “Turkey's Transnational Repression: Abduction, Rendition and Forcible Return of
Erdogan Critics,” Stockholm Center for Freedom, October 21, 2021.

“ Opinions adopted by the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention at its eighty-eighth
session, 24-28 August 2020, United Nations Human Rights Council, September 25, 2020.

Opinions adopted by the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention at its ninety-sixth session,
27 March-5 April 2023, United Nations Human Rights Council, September 25, 2020, May 3,
2023,

Opinions adopted by the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention at its eighty-eighth
session, 24-28 August 2020, September 18, 2020.

SYEU's de Kerchove: we do not see Gulen movement as a terrorist organization,” Turkish
Minute, November 30, 2017.

6 “‘German intelligence head: we are not convinced Gulen is behind coup attempt.”
Turkish Minute, March 18, 2017.



https://www.turkishminute.com/2017/03/18/german-intelligence-head-we-are-not-convinced-gulen-is-behind-coup-attempt/
https://turkishminute.com/2017/11/30/eus-de-kerchove-we-do-not-see-gulen-movement-as-a-terrorist-organization/
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session88/A_HRC_WGAD_2020_47_Advance_Edited_Version.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session88/A_HRC_WGAD_2020_47_Advance_Edited_Version.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/issues/detention-wg/opinions/session96/A-HRC-WGAD-2023-3-AEV.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session88/A_HRC_WGAD_2020_51_Advance_Edited_Version.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Detention/Opinions/Session88/A_HRC_WGAD_2020_51_Advance_Edited_Version.pdf
https://stockholmcf.org/turkeys-transnational-repression-abduction-rendition-and-forcible-return-of-erdogan-critics/
https://stockholmcf.org/turkeys-transnational-repression-abduction-rendition-and-forcible-return-of-erdogan-critics/
https://www.institude.org/report/persecutory-confiscation-amounting-to-crimes-against-humanity-case-of-the-gulen-group
https://www.institude.org/report/persecutory-confiscation-amounting-to-crimes-against-humanity-case-of-the-gulen-group

as recognition of the movement's persecution in Turkey and a rejection of the
Turkish authorities’ terrorism-related charges against the Gulen-affiliated

individuals seeking asylum.
2.3. Hate Speech Against the Glllen Movement in Turkey

Following the corruption investigations of 2013, Fethullah Gulen and his followers
became the archenemy of President Erdogan. They were accused of establishing a
parallel state structure and conducting a judicial coup against the government. A

flurry of hate speech followed. The movement was dubbed the “parallel treason

gang.”

For instance, in different speeches in 2014, Erdogan, who only six months prior had
publicly praised teachings of Fethullah Gulen and the worldwide network of schools

and charity organizations,” called the movement “.vampires feeding on blood,”

“the virus called parallel structure,” “blood sucking leeches” and “of a perverted
faith.”®

7 Basbakan, Turkce olimpivatlarinda konustu, 24 TV, June 17, 2013.

®YFrdodan's Vile Campaign of Hate Speech Case Study: Targeting of The Gulen
Movement,” May 22, 2017.



https://stockholmcf.org/erdogans-vile-campaign-of-hate-speech-case-study-targeting-of-the-gulen-movement/
https://stockholmcf.org/erdogans-vile-campaign-of-hate-speech-case-study-targeting-of-the-gulen-movement/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TQ0RhDgqZ88

In 2016, the Turkish government coined the derogatory term “FETO” to refer to the

Gulen movement, which stands for “Fethullah(ist) Terrorist Organization.”

International organizations such as the United Nations, the European Union and
the Council of Europe have refrained from using the term other than in direct
guotes from the Turkish government, in apparent recognition of its derogatory

nature.

Yet, in Turkey, the term has since been normalized in official government
statements and the mainstream media, most of which, according to international
media watchdogs, operate under the direct control of Erdogan and the ruling

Justice and Development Party (AKP) elite.

In addition to the widespread use of the term, Erdogan and pro-government circles
have engaged in other ways of inciting hatred against the movement, which were

examined in SCF's 2017 case study.”

The case study identified 240 such hateful slurs and insults that singled out the
movement. As usual, Erdogan took the lead in advancing the dehumanization,

” @

describing the movement's members as “terrorists,” “traitors,” “tumors” and

“viruses.” He also declared that members “had no right to life.”

As of the time of writing, hateful rhetoric against the group remains prevalent in
Turkey, spanning politics, bureaucracy, courts, traditional media, social media and

academia.

¥ Ibid.
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3. FLOOD OF HATE SPEECH IN THE WAKE OF GULEN’S
PASSING

Fethullah Gulen, the Muslim cleric who inspired the movement, passed away in a
hospital in Stroudsburg, Pennsylvania, on the night of October 20, 2024. His death

was announced shortly after midnight.

In Turkey, the news unleashed a new wave of hateful rhetoric against him and the
movement, epitomizing the climate of dehumanization that allowed for the
large-scale and systematic persecution of the movement at the hands of the
Turkish authorities, which in several human rights reports has been described as

potentially amounting to crimes against humanity.®

Over the years, Erdogan has reshaped Turkey's media landscape to favor his
interests through various strategies, including shutting down media outlets,
facilitating the acquisition of media brands by pro-government conglomerates,
using regulatory authorities to apply financial pressure and intimidating journalists

through lawsuits and imprisonment.”

As a result, Turkish media coverage about Gulen and the movement often reflects
the official stance of the Turkish government, which portrays them as traitors and

terrorists.

In his first comments about the death of Gullen, Erdogan called him and the
followers of his faith-based movement “traitors” and vowed to target them in

Turkey and beyond its borders.

"Those who turned this nation’s children into mindless slaves under the guise of
service and charity have ended up with a dishonorable death, like other demons in
human form throughout history" Erdogan told fellow members of his party in a

televised address.

"These traitors managed to evade Turkish justice despite our efforts, and this was

thanks to the aid of their superiors," he said, implying the United States. "The breath

20 “Concluding Opinion of the Turkey Tribunal,” Turkey Tribunal, September 24, 2021.

2 MERR report reveals widespread media freedom violations in Turkey in first half of 2023,
Stockholm Center for Freedom, October 26, 2023.

n


https://stockholmcf.org/mfrr-report-reveals-widespread-media-freedom-violations-in-turkey-in-first-half-of-2023/
https://turkeytribunal.org/the-opinion-of-turkey-tribunal/concluding-opinion-of-the-turkey-tribunal-september-2021/

of all our state institutions will undoubtedly be on the necks of this FETO hyena

pack, no matter if they are abroad or in the most remote corners of the world."*?

22 Erdodan: Fetullah Gulen'in 6lumu, insan kilikli iblisler gibi onursuz bir 6lUm oldu,
Demirdren Haber Ajansi, October 22, 2024.

Erdogan says the cleric accused of orchestrating a 2016 coup attempt had a ‘dishonorable
death, Associated Press News, October 22, 2024.
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3.1. Print Media

Due to the time difference between the US and Turkey, the news was not picked up

by Turkey's print media on October 21 but was the primary news item that

dominated the front pages of a majority of newspapers on October 22.

Most of the headlines expressly used vile and insulting language. In the interest of

brevity, this section has been limited to nationwide newspapers with significant

readership.

Hurriyet

The Hurriyet newspaper, owned by
the pro-government Demirdren
business group, appeared with the
headline “The Demon has died,” in a
manner mimicking the terminology

Erdodan used after Gulen's death.”

On the top right corner of the front
page, the publication said, “He lived

as a traitor and a stateless [person].”

While “stateless” is

normally used as a neutral legal term

the word
to refer to individuals who are not
nationals of any state, in Turkey's
highly jingoistic political discourse, it
typically
meaning similar to the word “traitor.”

has a pejorative

In this case, the word “stateless”

presumably refers to Gulen’s
self-imposed exile in the US since

1999.
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The Sabah newspaper, owned by the Turkuvaz Media Group, whose CEO has family
ties to President Erdogan, published the headline “The exemplary end of a stateless

traitor.”**

Once again, the legal term “stateless” was used to convey a highly pejorative

meaning to the Turkish-speaking reader.

% https://www.gazeteoku.com/gazeteler/2024-10-22/sabah-gazetesi-manseti
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Hilal Kaplan, a columnist for the daily, published an article® titled “He has now

become firewood for hell.”

HILAL KAPLAN 22 Ekim 2024, Sal

Cehennem odunu iletisim Bilgileri

F ETO elebasi cehenneme odun oldu. Rahmetli Kadir Misiroglu'nun ta

1995'te dedigi gibi, “Bir avug vatan topragi nasip olmadan” can verdi.

MevlUt Tezel, another columnist, wrote?® that “the world has gotten rid of a dirtbag.”

MEVLUT TEZEL 22 Ekim 2024, Sal

Geberdi! iletisim Bilgileri W

8 3 yasindaki FETO lideri Fetullah Giilen, 1999'dan beri yasadigi

ABD'de geberdi. Dlnya bir pislikten kurtulmusg oldu.

Tlrk halkina yaptigi kétalukleri distntnce bu pisligin cezasini

cekmeden, 83 yasina kadar itinayla bakilarak, sicak yataginda
olmesi hic de adil olmadi.

% “Cehennem odunu,” Hilal Kaplan, Sabah, October 22, 2024.
26 “Geberdil” MevlUt Tezel, Sabah, October 22, 2024.
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Turkiye, another pro-government daily, appeared with the headline “Traitor in chief
dies.”” The front page text box accused Gulen of having “recruited the smart
children of the country,” referring to the movement's network of educational
institutions, which were known for their relative success until they were shut down
by the government, and “putting them at the disposal of Crusaders,” involving

Christianity as a pejorative term in the newspaper’s hate speech.

The news article also described the Gulen movement’s interfaith dialogue initiatives
“perversion” and claimed that Gulen was a “lackey for Zionists,” this time

including Judaism in the rhetoric.
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Yeni Safak, a staunchly pro-government daily, published the headline “Traitor of the

century dies."*®
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The newspaper’s columnists appeared eager to spread hate speech in their articles.
In an opinion piece? published on October 22, columnist Tamer Korkmaz described

Gulen as “a servant of the CIA, a secret cardinal of the Vatican, a lodge master for

Freemasonry.”

Bir domuzun cukur merasimi|

21:00 25/10/2024,Cuma - G:25/10/2024, Cuma

Ismail Kiligarslan

Hakkinda iletisime gegin ¥

Another columnist, ismail Kilicarslan, published an article® titled “Dajjals® do not
die, they change forms” on October 22 in which he referred to Gulen as a “pig” and
a “dog of America.” He continued his hateful vitriol in another article® that
appeared on October 25, after Gulen’s funeral in Pennsylvania, where he referred to

the ceremony as “A pig’s burial.”

2 “Kardinal Locaefendi: Mort!” Tamer Korkmaz, Yeni Safak, October 22, 2024.

30 “Deccaller 6lmez, bicim dedistirirler.” ismail Kilicarslan, Yeni Safak, October 22, 2024.

3 Dajjal: the Islamic equivalent of the Christian Antichrist. a false messianic figure in
Islamic eschatology foretold to come forth and reign before the end of time.

%2 “Bir domuzun cukur merasimi.” ismail Kilicarslan, Yeni Safak, October 26, 2024.
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Milliyet, another pro-government newspaper owned by the Demirdéren group,
came out with the headline “Condolences, CIA,” echoing the conspiracy theory
according to which Gulen and the movement are an intelligence apparatus

designed to infiltrate and subvert Turkey on behalf of American interests.*
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Yeni Akit, a daily known for its ultraconservative line, published the headline “Traitor
dead.”* The front page of the newspaper featured commmentary accusing Gulen of
“befriending Jews and Christians,” presumably referring to the movement’s

interfaith dialogue activities.

Yeni Akit's columnists also wrote pieces that condemned Gulen’s dialogue with
non-Muslims as well as his past initiatives to bridge the gaps between secular

individuals and the religious in Turkey.

“ https://www.gazeteoku.com/gazeteler/2024-10-22/yeni-akit-gazetesi-manseti
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Posta, a newspaper owned by the pro-government Demirdren group, broke the

news with a headline that can be translated as “May he burn in hell.”*

% The original Turkish of the sentence is “Atesi bol olsun” which literally translates as “May
his flames be abundant.” This sentence, which is frequently seen in the section about
social media posts, has been translated into English as “May he burn in hell” for clarity.

https://www.gazeteoku.com/gazeteler/2024-10-22/posta-gazetesi-manseti
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Hateful rhetoric was not limited to government-controlled newspapers. It was also
used by publications known for their editorial lines critical of the government such

as the Soézcl newspaper, whose headline read “He was a traitor, he died on his
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ragmen ABD'den bir tiirli alina-
‘mad, hesap da sorulama- £
d. Orgiitii hala tehlikeli. .

Tank ISIK'in haberi 9'd

2016'daki ihanetten sonra her
kademede operasyon yapildi.
FETO'ciiler ayiklandi. Sadece
- —— — . siyasilere dokunulmad. Oyle ki,
Yayin hayatimza bagl-d.g-mu ilk giinden bu yana FETO tehiikesine | ortaya koyduk. Ancak ilkeyi ybnn:n “Hocaefendi” diyerek haine [ Jéclis Komisyonu'nun dar- -
sireki dikkat cektik. F Tipi Yapianma, Fetullahgiar, cemaat diyerek ~Gvgil yagdird. Ne istediyse verdi. Goz gbre gére gelen ihaneti gor- ‘be raporu bile gériigiilmedi. %
emniyete, egitime, yargiya ve orduya sizdiklanni yazcik. Belgelerini | medi. FETO ile etkin milcadele geg baslady, agwr bedel 6dendi. e [l Bagak KAYA'nn haberi 9'da

protector’s lap.”*®

By protector, the daily presumably referred to the US, where Gulen had resided
since 1999.

A subheading read “He will be remembered with hatred.”

3 https://www.gazeteoku.com/gazeteler/2024-10-22/sozcu-gazetesi-manseti
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Cumbhuriyet

° S —
ULUS DEVLET ‘ U YIL KIS YiNE
YURTTASLIK VE ZOR GEGECEK:

DIL BIRLIC ZAMFIRTINASI

™ MUSTAFA HUSNO BOZKURT 2'de SALI 22 EKiM 2024 100, YILSAYE 36172 KURUGUSL YUMUS NADI (1924-1545) BASYAZARUARI NADIR NADI (1545-1991) ILHAN SELGUK 11992-2010) AYATISTL *9%

Cumbhuriyet dismani FETO lideri Giilen, tarihin karanlik sayfalarinda yerini aldi

DEVLETE SIZDI, KANA BULADI

DINI kullanarak Cumhuriyeti ylkmak
amaciyla devlet kurumlarina sizan, AKP'vi
iktidara tagivip ortakhk yapan, kumpaslar-
la aydinlan ve yurtseverleri katleden, 15

Temmuz darbe girigimiyle iilkeyi kana
bulayan FETO elebasisi Fethullah Giilen,
1999°da kagtigs ABD'de dldii.

 Ozgiir Ozel: Bu sinsi drgiite karg herkes
tetikte olmali. Yargiya hesap vermesini isterdik
wilhan Cihaner: ABD'nin ajandasina uygun
caligtr, Orglit daglir yaklagimi iyimser olur,
m Sadettin T : Ulkeye yararli olabilecek
ok sayida genci yok ettiler.

® Yanki Bagaioglu: Once TSK'yl daha sonra
devleti ele gecirmeyi amagladilar.

® Bang Terkoglu: Cilen'in altinda y@netimi
siirdiiren bir konsey var.

m Mine Kinkkanat: Vatikan'in “mizrak ucu®
diye tanimlanan Opus Dei drgatiinin kopyas:
* GAGDAS BAYRAKTAR / TAYLAN GULKANAT 4-5'te

ORGOT Ergenekon, Balyoz, .‘~;‘--(.:u mhuriyet = [
istanbul ve izmir Askeri ] |
Casusluk, 28 Subat, CYDD,
Internet Andici, Poyrazkoy, |
Kafes gibi kumpaslarinive son 7l
olarak da 15 Temmuz darbe
girisimini ddzenledi. FETO,
basta gazetemizin bagyazan ILhan Selquk ve Tirkan Saylan
olmak tizere Ali Tatar, Cem Aziz Cakmak, Kuddusi Okkir'in
yagamini yitirmesinin sorumlusuydu. »a'te

BR

aki yaz |

zet: 1
dizisi Mart 2005'te durdurulmugty,

FETHULLAHOLDU;  SOGUK SAVAS SOYILLIKIKTIDAR ~ TEROR, OPERASYON,  SEVGILISIYDI,
FETO/PDY YASIYOR!  AYGITI... SEVDASININSONU ~ CASUSLUK ORGUTU!  SEYTAN OLDU
EMPERYALIZMIN, din ve mez- GOLEN'IN adini ilk olarak Kom(- ASLINDA bugin bal gibi Glkeyi bir- 1990°Liyillarda art arda Atatiirkgi NAKSIBENDI Saidi Kirdi'nin 63-
hep &gelerinin Turkiye ve Turk/ls- nizmle Mucadele Dernegi‘'nde g6- likte ynetiyor olabilirlerdi. Aralan- aydinlann cldirdlmesi 2000l yil- rencileri arasinda siyasete yonelti-
lam diinyasindaki temsilcisi diga- riirdz, Bu dernek; ABD egemenligi- na iktidar kim olacak nifaki girme- lann iktidari igindi. BOP operasyon len, devleti ele gecirmek igin kodla-
ndan ilkokul diplomali vaiz Gilen nin Tarkiye'de koklestirilmesi, sos- seydi. Oraya kimin oturacag konu- ayag) FETO, siyasi ayag) AKP idi. nan Gllen, amaci igin siyaseti ve si-
6ldh... Ama kurduu dinsel/mez- yal uyanigin 6niine gegilmesi icin su siiphesiz zamam gelince ancak BOP strtiyor mu? Evet... O zaman yasetgileri de kulland.. Siyasette de
hepsel nitelikli FETO/PDY, olugturulmug karanbik gladyo .~ siddet kullaniarak ¢ozimle- FETO'niin yerine konacak 6r- “takiyye"nin yani kendisini oldu-
etkinligini strddrGyor. & Grgltlndn bir ayag sayilabi- nebilirdi. Nitekim oyle de ol- ey glite gereksinim de suriiyor! gundan farkl, sevimli gosterme-
*» EMRE KONGAR 2'de ol lir. wi5iK KANSU 4'te du. » ORMAN BURSALI §'da ﬁ’/‘ »MUSTAFA BALBAY S'te nin adiydi Gllen. .. » SERTACES #'te

Cumbhuriyet, another daily with a relatively government-critical and secular
nationalist readership, appeared with the headline “The danger is not over,”
presumably referring to the idea that Gulen's sympathizers are still present in

Turkish society, in an apparent call for the continuation of their persecution.*”

The paper’s front page also featured a quote from columnist Mine Kirikkanat, who
described the Gulen movement as “a copy of the Opus Dei, which is a spearhead of
the Vatican.”® This representation of the movement as an entity secretly serving
the interests of the Vatican is widespread in Turkey's current political climate,
amounting to a two-pronged demonization targeting the movement as well as

Christians, who are a considerable minority in the country.

3 https://www.gazeteoku.com/gazeteler/2024-10-22/cumhuriyet-gazetesi-manseti

%8 Gazetemiz ABD'de dlen terdr érgutd lideri Gulen tehlikesine villarca dikkat cekti:
Cumbhurivet 'FETO' dedi, Cumhuriyet, October 22, 2024.
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3.2. TV Channels

TV stations echoed the print media’s vile language in their coverage of Gulen’s
death. As with newspapers, the hateful rhetoric was not limited to pro-government

channels.

Cansu Canan Ozgen, a news anchor for the tv100 channel, used® the words “May he
burn in hell.” Ece Uner, a news anchor for the government-critical Halk TV, repeated

the same commentary.*°

The remarks made on Turkey's news programs drew criticism from journalists
Dimitris Ikonomou and Akis Pavlopoulos in neighboring Greece who accused* their
Turkish colleagues of having lost professional integrity by disregarding the ethical

principles of journalism.

The radical tone adopted by the pro-government media was even in stark
contrast to that of a sworn enemy of Gulen, leader of the left-wing nationalist

Patriotic Party Dogu Peringcek, a government ally in the post-coup crackdown.

39 “tv100 programcisi Cansu Canan Ozgen, FETO elebasinin 6lmunt boyle duyurdu: ‘atesi
bol olsun'.” tv100, October 21, 2024.

40 “Ece Uner Fethullah Gulen'i évenleri acikladl,” Halk TV, October 21, 2024.

41 u

"

Yunan gazeteciler, ekranda Ece Uner'le dalga gect: ‘ne fena, ne kétl....” Velev News,
October 23, 2024.
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When asked on live TV, Peringek refrained from using hateful language, saying,

"May Allah forgive his shortcomings, may Allah forgive his sins.”

Shocked at the response she received, news anchor Kubra Par interrupted him
to say, “We say may he burn in hell but you say the opposite.” Peringek didn't
change his position and replied, “I cannot say [otherwise] because we do not

have the authority to send someone to hell.”

The hateful rhetoric continued during the coverage of Gulen’s funeral on October
24,

CNN Turk, the Turkish offshoot of CNN International and owned by the
pro-government Demiréren group, referred* to the funeral as a “corpse [burying]

ritual,” using the Turkish equivalent of the word “ritual” in a way that implies heresy.

The coverage sparked protests on social media, where users, including Turkish
journalists, academics and human rights advocates, voiced outrage over the

insensitivity of CNN Turk’s language.*

Professor Mehmet Efe Caman, one of the thousands of academics who were fired

from their jobs in Turkey by government decrees in the aftermath of the abortive

“2 “FETO'cllerin ceset ayini,” CNN Turk, October 24, 2024.

% Qutrage erupts over CNN Turk's coverage of Gulen funeral for crossing ethical
boundaries, Stockholm Center for Freedom, October 26, 2024.
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putsch in 2016, said on X that CNN Turk's language was “not only biased and

propagandist but also pathologically insensitive.”

Lawyer Osman Zerey also condemned the coverage, saying it demonstrated
“hostility toward religious people” and criticized the station for disregarding “the

sacredness of funeral rites in Islam.”

Others called on CNN International to hold its Turkish affiliate accountable, arguing

that the content violated journalistic ethics.

A chorus of voices from critical media in exile and online commentators pointed out
that CNN Turk's framing of the funeral appeared to even go beyond the

government’s longstanding narrative on Gulen.

Critics also pointed out that CNN Turk’s coverage appeared to target not only Gulen

but also the broader Turkish society's religious sentiments.

Calls mounted for CNN’'s parent company in the United States to address the
actions of its Turkish affiliate. Social media users reached out to CNN International,
asking it to either revoke the Turkish franchise’s license or issue a formal rebuke. So

far, CNN International has not responded publicly to the incident.
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3.3. Social Media

Gulen’'s death also unleashed a wave of hateful remarks on Turkish social media.
This report will limit itself to comments posted by prominent public figures for

brevity and relevance.

Government-critical journalist Murat Agirel wrote “May he burn in hell.”**

A Murat AGIREL & @
@muratagirel
FETO Elebasi Fetullah Giilen 6lmiis.Kendi sitelerinden de duyuru

yapmislar.

Atesi bol olsun.Yattigi yerde yatamasin.
Translate post

3:24 AM - Oct 21, 2024 - 6664K Views

Journalist Erem Sentlrk posted a message* calling Gulen “the Netanyahu of
Turkey” and “pagan bastard.” In another post he said,*® “Just like your cursed Jewish
lineage, you will be thrown into pits as stateless, flagless and faithless exiles,”

adding antisemitism to his hate speech against the movement.

Erem Sentiirk @ @
@EremSenturk
Aklima gelmisken; Turkiyenin Netenyahu'su, putperest diyalogcu picin
arkasindan rahmet okuyanin da Allah belasini versin.

Siz de dldugiinlzde lesiniz ayni onun gibi vatansiz, namussuz,
haysiyetsiz, bayraksiz bir sekilde tanriniz Amerikanin ormanliklarinda
cukura atilsin ingallah. Kahpeler...

Translate post

3:56 AM - Oct 22,2024 - 19.6K Views

“ https://x.com/murataqirel/status/1848264033188696147
% https.//x.com/EremSenturk/status/1848634472888979689
46 https://x.com/EremSenturk/status/1848256566056681535
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Erem Sentiirk & @
@EremSenturk
Ruhunun ufku ne lan putperest miptezeller? Ruhunun ufuka ylrimis.
Ya sizin jargonunuza tikUreyim.

Sizin 6ltnUz diriniz, soyunuz sopunuz, kisisel ve kurumsal tarihiniz,
gonillliniz isbirlikginiz toptan cehenneme siriiklensin.

Lanetli stilblinliz Yahudiler gibi gibi yer yliziinde siirglin vatansiz,
bayraksiz, imansiz halde cukurlara atilacaksiniz.

Ufka ylrimds.
Lan....

Translate post

2:54 AM - Oct 21, 2024 - 52K Views

Another comment conflating Gulen and Israel was made by pro-government
journalist Taha HUseyin Karagoz, who wrote a post mentioning Israeli cabinet

minister Israel Katz and said, “Come get your murderous and terrorist friend.”*’

“T https://x.com/thhsynkrgz/status/1848280237349523903
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Another journalist, Nisa Caydan, called*® Gulen “a servant and a stooge of the

CIA"

On October 24, radical conservative commentator Fatih Tezcan wrote,*® “There
should be an intelligence probe into those who have traveled to the US since
Gulen’'s death was announced on October 20, 2024. That way, the hidden [GUlen
followers] can be smoked out by discounting those with a legitimate reason to

travel. Let us find out who is going to the traitor's funeral!”

_@ Fatih Tezcan & @
, @fatihtezcan

F.Gllen‘in 6limandn agiklandigi 20 Ekim 2024’ten bugline kadar ABD’ye
ctkis yapan yolcular hakkinda ekstra istihbari arastirma yapilmalidir.
Makul sebebi olanlarin arasina karisan Kriptolar, boylelikle tespit
edilebilirler.

Hainin cenazesine ve taziyesine kimler gidiyor, bilelim!

Translate post

10:49 AM - Oct 24, 2024 - 508.1K Views

“8 hitps://x.com/Nisanurcaydan/status/1848322791528866168
4 https://x.com/fatihtezcan/status/1849463194546241760
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During the funeral service, which was held in New Jersey's Skylands Stadium,
Tezcan addressed Turkey’s intelligence chief, ibrahim Kalin, and said, “Are we not
involved in this? They say that the stands have weak supports. They all should
pass away together,” in a thinly veiled call for a deadly intelligence operation in

the stadium.*®

Journalist Furkan Bolikbasi shared®' a picture from Gulen’s funeral with the

caption: “A pit to hell has been dug for Fetullah Gulen’s funeral.”

%0 hitps://x.com/fatihtezcan/status/1849506297667797321
S https://x.com/furkancerkes/status/1849393257949597711
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3.4. Government Pressure on Moderate Voices

Gulen's death triggered a new wave of censorship by Erdogan’s government, aimed

at silencing any commentary that deviated from the official narrative. Ebubekir

Sahin, president of Turkey's Radio and Television Supreme Council (RTUK), said

media outlets’ broadcasts about Gllen were being closely followed, warning that

they could face sanctions if they praised the late cleric.>?

“No outlet can air broadcasts that praise terrorism or terrorists,” he said.

Journalist Aysin Komitgan

Aysin Komitgan, editor-in-chief of the Bursa'da
Buglin news website, was detained and
subsequently fired from her job after she
conveyed condolences for Turkish-Islamic
scholar Fethullah Gulen during a live
broadcast on the outlet’'s YouTube channel.
“What can we say? May he rest in heaven,” she
said. Her comments prompted the Bursa Chief
Public Prosecutor’s Office to launch an
investigation into Komitgan on accusations of

“disseminating terrorist propaganda.”?

Following Komitgan's remarks RTUK imposed
a fine on the news website amounting to 5

percent of their monthly revenue.®

Similarly, journalist Kazim GulegyUz, the editor-in-chief of the Yeni Asya newspaper,

was arrested in late October on accusations of disseminating terrorist propaganda

for conveying condolences for Gulen.* Even though Gllegylz's social media

52 |slamic scholar’s death triggers hew wave of online censorship in Turkey, Stockholm

Center for Freedom, October 23, 2024.

53

Turkish journalist detained, fired from job after expression of condolences for Gulen on

TV, Stockholm Center for Freedom, October 22, 2024.

5 RTUK fines media outlet over Gulen condolence message, Stockholm Center for

Freedom, November 8, 2024.

5 “Editor-in-Chief of Turkish daily arrested for Gulen condolence message,” Stockholm

Center for Freedom, October 25, 2024.
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message did not contain any praise of Gulen, his avoidance of using pejorative
language and echoing the Turkish government narrative against the cleric sufficed

to trigger terrorism-related accusations against him.

“The reckoning for the accusations against him will now take place in the
hereafter,” Gulegyuz's message read. “Once again, we express our hope that the
injustices committed under the pretext of these accusations, which have caused
the suffering of so many people, will come to an end. May Allah treat him with

mercy and justice. Our condolences to the community."

On October 22, Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya announced on X that the cybercrime
department of the Turkish National Police identified and was investigating 177
social media users who allegedly spread propaganda for “FETO” or shared posts

praising Gulen or his movement following the cleric’s death.*®

%6 https://x.com/AliYerlikaya/status/1848666754228076880
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_.] . AliYerlikaya
@AliYerlikaya

Siber Suglarla Miicadele Daire Baskanligimizca; FETO elebasinin 6ltimi
sonrasi sosyal medya platformlarinda FETO propagandasi yapan, 6viicli
nitelikte paylasimda bulunan ve taziye niteliginde paylasimlar yaptigl
degerlendirilen 177 sosyal medya hesap yoneticisi tespit edilmistir.

Siber Suclarla Miicadele, Terérle Miicadele ve Guvenlik Daire
Baskanliklarimizca bu hesap yoneticileri hakkinda islem baslatiimistir.

Siber suc ve suclularla miicadele icin 7/24 sanal devriyelerimiz gérevinin
basinda |

#TurkiyeninHuzuru(@

ranslate post

6:04 AM - Oct 22,2024 - 1.2M Views

Although the minister did not reveal the list of social media users who were being
investigated due to their messages about Gulen, his announcement came on the
same day that some 200 Turks, mostly journalists, and a number of news outlets

found their X accounts blocked in Turkey.

Some of these outlets and people were journalists in exile, known for their critical
reporting on the Turkish government, such as Cevheri Glaven, Seving Ozarslan,
Adem Yavuz Arslan and Emre Uslu; the Bold Medya news website, established by
journalists in exile; journalist Amberin Zaman; former national footballer Hakan

Sukur; and the news website of the Islamist Yeni Asya newspaper.

Some of these accounts posted messages of condolence for Gulen or praise for his

movement following the cleric’s death, but others did not.

Guven and Ozarslan, who both had to flee Turkey to avoid government persecution
in the aftermath of the coup attempt, told the Turkish Minute news website that
they had received letters from X on Tuesday informing them about the blocking of
their accounts in Turkey in line with a decision from an Ankara court and based on

a request from the Turkish Telecommunications Authority (BTK).
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The journalists said unlike previous notifications when they were informed of court
decisions related to their X accounts, there were no details about the court rulings
as to why their accounts were being blocked.

“As far as | can see, they blocked [the accounts of] everyone who avoided using the

term ‘FETO’ or did not swear [at Gllen] over his death,” GUven said.”’

57 |slamic scholar’s death triggers new wave of online censorship in Turkey, Stockholm
Center for Freedom, October 23, 2024.
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4. CHARACTERISTICS OF HATE SPEECH AGAINST THE GULEN
MOVEMENT

Based on the hate speech that followed Gulen’'s death alone, it is possible to
identify certain patterns that characterize the wider climate of hatred targeting

the movement in Turkey.

4.1. Vile Language and Dehumanization

Much of the coverage and commentary used vile language and adopted stances

that denied Gulen and his sympathizers basic human dignity.

For instance, some media outlets even refused to refer to Gulen’s funeral as what it

was and instead insisted on presenting it as some sort of heretical ritual.

The language used was typically pejorative and insulting, with most of the

” U

comments including words such as “hell,” “demon,” “traitor” and “stateless.”

As in many other cases of hate speech paving the way to atrocities, these remarks
reinforced the prevailing climate of dehumanization that since 2016 has helped
justify the Turkish state authorities’ widespread and systematic mistreatment of the

members of the Gllen movement.

4.2. Association with Other Identities Subject to Common

Prejudice

As has been the case since the 2016 coup attempt, Gulen and his followers were
widely associated with other groups of people or institutions routinely vilified in

Turkish public opinion.

Jews and Christians were frequently brought up, typically by conservative and
right-wing media outlets and prominent figures close to the government, to
represent Gulen and his sympathizers as heretics for having initiated dialogue

projects with non-Muslims.

The English edition of pro-government Sabah daily claimed, for instance, that

Gulen’s funeral “was conducted in line with Protestant customs and traditions, even
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though the deceased had claimed to lead a Muslim commmunity of followers.”® This,
of course, is blatantly false as the funeral was conducted in line with Islamic

customs and televised live.

The movement was also associated with the US, where Gllen had resided in
self-imposed exile for the last quarter century, as well as Israel, a country that is
typically unpopular and suspected of engaging in espionage in Turkey. These
comments echoed conspiracy theories accusing the movement of acting on behalf

of American or Israeli interests.

For the Turkish government and pro-government circles, these associations often
serve as a way of fostering and sustaining prejudices towards the movement within
the religious segments of Turkish society and securing their silence in the face of
rights abuses, which have presumably had a direct impact on at least one member

of most Turkish religiously conservative families in the last 10 years.

4.2. Pervasiveness

Although spearheaded by the government and pro-government media, hate
speech against the Gulen movement in Turkey is by no means limited to a single

segment of the political spectrum.

The country’s secular opposition is often eager to adopt and perpetuate hateful
rhetoric against the group, as evidenced by the coverage in newspapers such as

S6zcU and Cumhuriyet as well as TV channels such as Halk TV.

While the ruling party’s conservative base is often incited to hatred against the
movement by way of conspiracy theories involving supposed collusion with foreign
and non-Muslim power centers, the hateful rhetoric disseminated by opposition
groups typically arises from an ideological prejudice that is widespread among
Turkey's secularists towards any form of community organized and motivated

around religion.

%8 FETO leader Gulen buried in line with Protestant traditions: sources, Daily Sabah,
November 8, 2024.
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4. WESTERN MEDIA'S COVERAGE OF FETHULLAH GULEN'S
DEATH

Unlike the hate speech and derogatory comments that marred the coverage of
Fethullah Gulen's passing in the Turkish media, prominent Western outlets

maintained a markedly different, more objective tone in their coverage.

In their reporting, Western media outlets focused on Gulen’s broader influence and
the principles that guided his movement. They highlighted his commitment to
education, interfaith dialogue and democracy as well as his influence on millions of
followers worldwide. Across these outlets, Gulen was often described as a spiritual
leader who espoused a philosophy blending Sufism, a mystical form of Islam, with

values such as altruism, modesty and hard work.

Notably, the Western media’s approach instead situated Gulen’s legacy within the
context of his complex interactions with Turkish politics and his global influence.

For instance, The Associated Press®™ and The Times®® described him as a “reclusive

%9 Self-exiled Turkish spiritual leader Fethullah Gulen dies in the US, Associated Press
News, October 22, 2024.

% Fethullah Gulen obituary: charismatic Turkish leader of Hizmet Movement, The Times,
October 24, 2024.
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but quietly charismatic leader” while also acknowledging the unproven allegations

linking him to the 2016 coup attempt.

A subheading of The Guardian’s Gulen obituary defined him as an “Imam who
sponsored dialogue between Christians and Muslims but [was] accused of terrorism

by the president of Turkey."®

“To his admirers, including US members of Congress and Christian theologians,
Gulen remained a virtual saint, a Muslim cleric on friendly terms with the western

world,” The Guardian’s piece read. “In Turkey, among many Turks other than his

8 Fethullah Gulen obituary, The Guardian, November 5, 2024.
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own following, Gulen was a deeply sinister figure whose efforts to capture the state

culminated in 2016 in a botched military coup in which more than 200 people died.”

The Washington Post
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The Washington Post's obituary said, “He emphasized service, tolerance and
dialogue, principles that form the bedrock of what his followers describe as a kind
of ‘civic Islam’ compatible with modernity and scientific inquiry. Not unlike an

American evangelist, he extolled enterprise and the creation of wealth as virtues.”?

The New York Times highlighted the global influence of the movement that Gulen
inspired. “At its height, Hizmet ran schools in Turkey, Central Asia, Africa and

elsewhere and promoted a vision of Islam that was friendly to the West and

52 Fethullah Gulen, Muslim cleric and target of Turkey's Erdogan is dead, The Washington

Post, October 21, 2024.
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supported free markets, science and interfaith dialogue,” Ben Hubbard'’s piece read.
63

BBC said, “He became known for promoting a tolerant Islam which emphasised

altruism, modesty and hard work."*

The Telegraph’s obituary contrasted Erdogan’s Islamism versus Gulen’s version of
Islam. “This was a clash between two kinds of Islam, the first espousing what the
president called reformed Islamism, which became increasingly nationalistic, the

second influenced by Sufism and advocating a tolerant, secular state.”®

83 Eethullah Gulen, Turkish cleric and Erdogan rival, dies at 83, The New York Times,
October 21, 2024.

& Turkish cleric accused of planning failed 2016 coup dies, BBC, October 21, 2024.

8 Fethullah Gulen, Turkish spiritual leader who fled into exile and became an enemy of
President Erdogan, The Telegraph, October 27, 2024.
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Newsweek underscored his promotion of a modern, civic-oriented Islam, saying

Gulen advocated “for a blend of Islam, science and Western values”®®

“Gulen built a powerful Islamic movement in Turkey and beyond,” Al Jazeera said,
“but spent his later years accused of orchestrating an attempted coup against

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, accusations which he denied.®’

Overall, Western outlets focused on providing factual information about Gulen's life,

work and legacy without resorting to sensationalism or emotional appeals.

% Turkish spiritual leader Fethullah Gulen dies in U.S., Newsweek, October 21, 2024.

87 US-based cleric Fethullah Gulen, accused of Turkey coup attempt dies at 83, Aljazeera,
October 21, 2024.
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5. CONCLUSION

Characteristics of hate speech against Fethullah Gulen and his followers in the
wake of his death, combined with the Erdogan government’s suppression of
moderate voices, offer important insights into the systematic persecution of the

Gulen movement in Turkey.

Eleven years after the corruption investigations that marked the beginning of
Erdodan’'s open campaign against Gulen, and eight years since the movement
was declared a terrorist organization, the repression and hate speech against

this once integral part of Turkish society continue unabated.

Taking the cue from Erdogan’s own hateful rhetoric, pro-government media
relentlessly used hate speech dehumanizing and demonizing Gulen and his
followers. Some opposition outlets also joined this chorus, reflecting their

historic distrust and hostility toward religious movements in Turkey.

The hateful and inflammatory rhetoric is especially striking for Islamist
publications since in Islam speaking ill of the dead was openly discouraged by

the Prophet Muhammed and is considered inappropriate.®®

Turkish media’s coverage diverged sharply with the measured and objective
tone of Western outlets, which highlighted Gulen's global influence and his
advocacy for education and interfaith dialogue and civic Islam while also

acknowledging the unproven allegations linking him to the 2016 coup attempt.

Hate speech must be opposed not merely because it is rude or offensive, but
because of its profound real-world consequences, as seen in historic tragedies
such as the Holocaust and the Rwandan Genocide. Against the Gulen
movement, hate speech has been a calculated and systematic effort by the
Erdogan government to delegitimize and marginalize a mainstream religious

and social group, turning it into a national scapegoat.

The climate of hate and dehumanization has led many in the Turkish society to

turn a blind eye to the widespread arbitrary detention, mistreatment and unfair

%8 "Do not curse the dead, for they have arrived at what they put forward." (Sahih
al-Bukhari, Hadith 1393)

“Do not vilify the dead (and) by that harm the living.” (Sunan al-Tirmidhi 1982)
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trials inflicted on members of the movement, even when it has directly

impacted their own friends or relatives.

The persecution of the Gllen movement exemplifies the dangerous link
between hate speech and atrocity crimes, as it has been frequently described as
amounting to crimes against humanity. Addressing and combating such
dehumanizing rhetoric is essential to upholding human rights and preventing

further harm.
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